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NEWSLETTER
MUSEUM BOARD @ THE EAST
TEXAS OIL MUSEUM, KILGORE
Museum Director, Elaine Roddy and
board members Elane Osteen, Lois
Reed and Judy Banner recently
attended the exhibit of East Texas Oil
Field Photos by Jack Nolan at the East
Texas Oil Museum. Jack Nolan (18891972) was a prolific photographer of oil
boom communities. Many of his
photos were made into real photo
postcards (RPPCs). A highlight of the
evening was an interesting lecture by
petroleum geologist and oilfield
historian Jeff A. Spencer. Mr. Spencer
has authored several papers using
vintage postcards to illustrate the
petroleum industry's history and
growth. The Nolan exhibit will continue
through Dec. 10.

SEPTEMBER SCHOOL REUNION VISITORS

Pat (Laster) Rhoads, GHS 1949, stopped by
with her brother, Carlton Laster, GHS 1965.
The Laster Family moved to Gladewater in
1931. Mr. Laster owned Laster Feed Store.

Johnny Gibbons, GHS 1963, visited the school
exhibit room where he enjoyed looking
through yearbooks and pointing out sports
photos from his high school days.

Bits & Pieces from Our School Files
GLADEWATER'S FIRST SCHOOL within the city
was a small building built in 1897 located across
from the First Baptist Church on the lot where
the present Hugman-Kent Clinic now stands. Mr.
T.A. Coleman from Louisiana was hired to
oversee the construction of the new building
and to serve as head of the new school as well as
the only teacher.
GLADEWATER'S SECOND SCHOOL BUILDING is
pictured below and was known as "Gladewater
School" on Longview Road. Many years later,
this street location would be renamed as
Broadway.

SECOND TEACHER, MINNIE FOSHEE BARKER
(1877- 1955): Within a short time, Mr. Coleman
was joined by another teacher, Miss Minnie
Foshee. Minnie was born in Gladewater, the
daughter of William Emmit Foshee and Mary
Rivannah (Shepperd) Foshee. She would later
marry William Ernest Barker. Minnie's husband,
William, was engaged in the building and
contracting business for many years. At the
time of his death, Mr. Barker was associated in
the lumber business with his brother-in-law,
W.W. Bradley. (Source: newspaper obituary)
GLADEWATER'S FIRST BRICK SCHOOL. On May
19, 1921, the school board voted to call an
election for the issuance of $25,000 worth of
bonds for the construction of a new larger
facility. Although it was hard to find a buyer for
Gladewater school bonds in 1921, much credit
for the building of the new school goes to both
the school officials and community who wanted
a quality education for its children. Recognition
must be given to L. J. Everett, who purchased
the bonds so that the school could be built. As a
result, a “pretty red schoolhouse” was
completed in 1922.

FIRST TEACHER, Thomas A. Coleman (b.1857d.1946). When Mr. Coleman was hired as head
of the Gladewater school in 1897 the enrollment
was around 81 students. Mr. Coleman's first duty
was to oversee the construction of the school
building and for a short time serves as its only
teacher.
Mr. T.A. Coleman and his wife, Ida Simmons
Coleman, came to Gladewater from Homer,
Louisiana. They remained in Gladewater the
remainder of their lives and are buried in
Rosedale Cemetery. Their son, Grady Coleman
owned and operated a paint and supply store for
many years. It was located on W. Quitman across
from the First Methodist Church. Grady's sister,
Laurie Coleman, married James Calvin McComic.

The red brick school served as the school for all
students in grades 1-11 until the new high
school on Melba opened in 1934. It then served
for a few years as Gladewater Grammar School,
prior to the building of Gladewater Elementary
(renamed "Broadway" in 1954.)

In 1924, By special act of the legislature, Gladewater became a county-line independent school district.
The district is still known officially as The Gladewater County-Line Independent School District.

KEN BENNETT, GLADEWATER'S MUSIC MAN

Ken Bennett began his teaching career at Gladewater High School in 1950. He wrote, produced and
directed twenty-five musical programs showcasing the musical talents of students, teachers and local
personalities. This annual event became widely known as Ken Bennett's East Texas Revue. Twentythree of them were written while Bennett was employed as the choir instructor at Gladewater High
School. Who or what brought Ken Bennett to Gladewater? You'll find the answer below.
Esteemed Choir Teacher Ken Bennett ...
was born December 21, 1907 and raised in Arnett, Oklahoma.
graduated Oklahoma A&M in 1929.
hired for his first musical teaching job as a band director in Butler, OK.
moved to Pampa, Texas where he took a teaching job and later became program director with a
Pampa radio station.
joined the U.S. army in 1942 where he met two men who would become his longtime friends.
These two buddies were Danny Stueber of Tyler and Carl Everett of Gladewater and all three
served in the 90th Infantry Division.
wrote the official song for the 90th Infantry Division titled "Here Comes the 90th."
was persuaded by old wartime buddy, Carl Everett, to come to Gladewater as a staff member of
local radio station, KSIJ in 1948.
wrote and produced his first two Gladewater musical revues while employed as station manager
of KSIJ.
began his teacher career at Gladewater High School in 1950.
wrote, produced and directed 23 more Revues showcasing the talents of high school students,
teachers and local personalities while teaching at GHS.
retired in May 1973.

Mr. Bennett was honored by the Gladewater community at a retirement reception held in April 1973.
His closing remarks were: “A lot I want to say but I can’t say because my heart is too full. I hope the
time I have spent here is what you have said…has been an inspiration. There’s no place like
Gladewater.” Source, Gladewater Mirror, April 15, 1973.

Ken Bennett wrote the Bear Fight Song "Here Come the Bears!"

Recent Chatter from the Research Room
Walking the Ditches and Tunnel Myths! When our Museum Director, Elaine Roddy, pulled out a
couple of pictures (see below) in the research room, much chatter immediately began about the
drainage ditches in Gladewater. Do these still exist? Where are these located? The chatter became
more interesting after Elaine posted the pictures on the Museum Facebook page. One reader
wondered if these were "the tunnels underneath Gladewater" that she had always heard about.
Cynthia Merritt Ward exclaimed, "This made me curious, so I went looking for this. I grew up in
Gladewater and never knew about this!" (Note: Many thanks to Cynthia who immediately volunteered
to map the locations for the museum! Stop by the museum to view these other locations!

A drainage project for mosquito and malaria control, under the auspices of the WPA, brought the gentlemen
above together to have their picture made in the mid-thirties. The native rock constructed projects, a part
of which runs along Broadway St. south of the railroad, drains the whole town, according to City Secretary
H.I. McAfee who was present for the groundbreaking ceremonies that day. McAfee is pictured fourth from
the left. Some of the others, from left are Dave Zakie, Hugh White, B.H. Broyles, A.J. Wood, Mayor, Clarence
Bishop, Charlie White, City Inspector, and B.D. Brudre.
Do these ditches still exist? Yes, but many are on
private property! A good view of one is in town. As
Elaine states, "Drive east on Commerce to Walter
Derrick Avenue and you will see the results of this
project. This is a beautiful example of the rocked
drainage ditches in Gladewater. The ditch seen on the
right still functions. It carries the water from
downtown streets. The bridge was once a railroad
spur traveling away from the mainline. The spur was
in use in 1932 and appears on the 1934 Sanborn
maps. It evidently serviced timber mills on S. White
Street."

More Chatter from the Research Room
BUS LINES IN GLADEWATER. The files for the
Railroad Commission show that the W. E.
Nunnelee Bus Lines began operating in
Gladewater in March 1925.
Other locations were the Pickwick Hotel
(pictured), 105 East Glade, 509 Gay Avenue
and Rodeo and Hwy. 80. Even in 1987, a
Trailways Bus System was listed at 509 East
Broadway.
Visit the museum to see and read the
historical marker denoting our first bus line.
Then, come inside where we will be glad to
show you more pictures!

GLADEWATER BUS COMPANY operated
from the former Talley Store on Gay
Avenue beginning in 1949 and continued
well into the 1950s.
Taking a bus from town to town was a
convenient way for folks to get to jobs,
shop in neighboring towns or visit
friends and family. During this particular
time period after WWII when men were
returning
home
and
seeking
employment, most households had only
one vehicle, and some not even that!
Good for us to remember those times
when there was only one car, one
telephone and one television!

The GLADEWATER SCHOOL DISTRICT
began offering school bus service in
1928. Pictured on the left is a 1937
Gladewater School Bus loaded with
students. Much has changed since
then but catching the bus in 1937 was a
great ride (and easy on the feet)!

About Museum Photographers
When retired, local photographer Curtis Bright walks into
the museum, its usually with a sack of goodies in his
hand. Curtis always has at least one or two goodies that
the museum just can't do without! Here's the scoop
about the goodies:
In 1960, Curtis Bright had the opportunity to purchase
Ward Studio on W. Commerce St. According to Curtis,
when he visited Ward’s Studio and was told that all of Mr.
Ward’s old negatives would remain there, he just couldn’t
pass up on the deal. These “old negatives” included all
the photos that Mr. Ward had made while operating his
studio in Gladewater. Most of the downtown scenes in
our museum exhibits were captured by Mr. Ward from
the climbing to the top of buildings and/or derricks.
Curtis and Diane Bright, both natives of Mineola, moved
to Gladewater and became active members of our
community. Curtis served on the City Council for a
number of years and was involved in both civic and
church affairs. The Curtis Bright Studio became a wellknown photography studio in East Texas. “Call Curtis and
Diane” became a common response to “who should I
select for my wedding photographer.”
The Gladewater Museum has benefited from all the old
negatives that Curtis Bright discovered in his collection
from Ward Studio. We are grateful that Curtis Bright
bought the studio and all the history that came with it!
Because of that move from Mineola to Gladewater,
Curtis Bright has been an immense source for historical
photographs for The Gladewater Museum!

Curtis Bright is pictured above
explaining details of his latest find to
Museum Volunteer, Beth Lewis.

"Jack Nolan (1889-1972) was a pioneer Texas photographer,
newspaperman, land developer, and artist. In 1931, he visited East
Texas and documented the early days of the oil boom with stunning
photographs, many of which were made into real photo postcards
(RPPCs). These highly collectible postcards captured spectacular oil
gushers, the bustle of the boomtown of Kilgore, oilfield workers and
camps, and oilfield fires. Many of the first photographs of the early
East Texas oil boom, that reached people throughout the United
States and the world, were probably Jack Nolan postcards.
Scenes from several East Texas oilfield towns are documented in
Nolan’s work, including Kilgore, Overton, Turnertown, Salmon, Tyler,
Gladewater, New London, Henderson, and Arp. Nolan also
documented the enforcement of martial law by the Texas National
Guard in the East Texas oil fields with several postcards." Website
source: Jack Nolan—East Texas Oilfield Photographer, Jeff A.
Spencer, #90093 (2009) (searchanddiscovery.com)
The Gladewater Museum has several Jack Nolan Real Photo Postcards
enlarged and on display including one of his most famous, the well
explosion seen on the left.

Upcoming Events

Saturday, November 19, 2022,
10AM-3PM
Patchwork In The Pews

presented by local Gladewater quilters
First Methodist Church Sanctuary
217 W. Quitman Ave., Gladewater
Free Parking
Free Entry

CELEBRATION
GLADEWATER 150 YEARS!
1873-2023!
The celebration of our town's 150th year
will have a kick-off event at The
Gladewater Museum's annual "Night at the
Museum" on the evening of January 21,
2023. This year's event promises to be a
fun and entertaining night for all with a few
surprise appearances planned. And if so
desired, you may choose to come dressed
in attire representing your favorite
decade!

Come and help our community begin its celebration of its 150th year.
January 21, 2023 @ The Gladewater Museum

~SUPPORT THE GLADEWATER MUSEUM~
VISIT US! Visitors are always welcome. We are proud of
our museum and enjoy sharing our local history.
VOLUNTEER! We are always looking to add to our
outstanding staff. Contact the museum if you would be
interested in volunteering your time and talents with us.
DONATE! Donations of any amount are always welcomed
and appreciated. To make your tax-deductible donation,
visit our website: www.gladewatermuseum.org/donations
The Gladewater Museum is a Texas nonprofit corporation operating under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

THE GLADEWATER MUSEUM
116 West Pacific
P.O. Box 85
Gladewater, TX 75647

